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Why is Maths important?

 Maths helps make sense of the numbers, patterns and shapes they see in the world 

around them, offers ways of handling data in an increasingly digital world and 

makes a crucial contribution to their development as successful learners. 

 In the wider world it helps:

- Children to understand the world around them and develop life skills.

- Develop critical thinking and problem solving skills.

- Boosts self confidence.

- Improving memory, concentration and overall cognitive development.



Maths at The Gates

 White Rose Maths across school – sequence of learning

 Maths mastery – opportunities to develop a deep understanding of Maths 

rather than memorising key concepts.

 Learning by questions (LBQ) understanding > fluency > problem solving

 Focus on fluency > Times tables underpin so much of mathematical understanding. 

Alongside number bonds, they are crucial.



Key Assessments Points

KS1 SATs – at the end of Year 2

Paper 1: arithmetic - children answer 

25 questions to test their fluency with 

number and calculation skills. 20 

minutes

Paper 2: reasoning - questions to test 

their understanding of number, 

measures, geometry and statistics. 30 

mins

Year 4 – times tables check

The purpose is to determine 

whether your child can fluently 

recall their times tables up to 12, 

which is essential for future success 

in mathematics.

25 questions with 6 seconds 

response time

There is no pass mark.

KS2 SATs – end of Year 6

Arithmetic – 40 marks available 

(some 2 mark questions), 30 mins

Reasoning 1 – 35 marks, 40 mins

Reasoning 2 – 35 marks, 40 mins

Over the two reasoning papers they 

will cover: Number, place value, 

calculations, fractions, decimals 

and percentages, ratio and 

proportion, algebra, measurement, 

geometry (properties of shapes, 

position and direction), statistics
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 Fluency in maths is about developing number sense and being able to the most appropriate method for the 

task at hand; to be able to apply a skill to multiple contexts. The National Curriculum states that pupils 

should become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics through varied and frequent practice. 

 There are three elements to fluency: 

 - Efficiency (using the most suitable method)

 - Accuracy (being correct)

 - Flexibility (having a tool kit of different methods) –

Children who are fluent in maths are: - Less anxious about mathematics - Able to make connections - Able to 

problem solve



What we do at The Gates to develop 

fluency:
• Overlearning core skills – time allocated for children each day to do so.

• Teaching and assessing of times tables and number bonds weekly – Times Tables Buddies. 

• Times tables and number bonds cards to fluency of each child.

• Each class uses knowledge organisers for their year groups to help direct the teaching of 

fluency

• Manipulatives (physical items) and visuals used to develop understanding.



Year 1
 Number Bonds:

 Understanding all the different ways of making numbers up to 10. 

 Quick recall

 Related subtraction facts

 Maths targets

 Ways to help at home:



Year 2

 Children will be able to swiftly recall the 2, 5, 10 

and 3 timetables. 

 Related division facts. 

 Taught in school through LBQ, practical activities, 

Times Table Rockstars and through Maths target 

work. 

 How can you help at home:

 Daily practise of times table (Times Table Rockstars)

 Maths shed

 Sing songs

 Play games - bingo



Year 3

 Children will be able to swiftly recall – x2,5,10,3,4,8

times tables.

 Related division facts – 12 divided by 4 = 3

 In school – daily chanting, group games (e.g times 

tables bingo), times tables and number bonds 

buddies, interactive apps on iPads for daily practise.

 How can you help at home:

 Daily practise of times table – verbal chanting is effective 

 Times Table Rockstars daily.

 Quick fire questions.

 Experience telling the time.

 Experience handling money.



Year 4

 Children will be able to swiftly recall ALL times tables 

up to 12 x 12 = 

 Related division facts – 12 divided by 4 = 3

 In school – daily chanting, group games (e.g times 

tables bingo), times tables and number bonds 

buddies, interactive apps on iPads for daily practise.

 How can you help at home:

 Daily practise of times table – verbal chanting is effective 

 Times Table Rockstars daily.

 Quick fire questions.

 Experience handling money – how much change?

 Experience telling the time – analogue, digital, 12hr, 24hr.

 Using different measurements - cooking, baking etc.



Year 5 and 6

 It is still important for children to continue regular practise.

 Children will be able to use times tables to solve related calculations 

including decimals (see below).

 Multiplying by 10,100,1000.





Classroom visits

 The session will finish at 3.10 to give time to get ready for home time. There 
should be a bell to indicate this.

 Exit through the classroom fire exits.

 Children will be dismissed at usual time.

 If you have children in different classes in school, you can move through 
school to move between classes. There will be staff in the corridors to direct 
you. 

Thank you!


