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• Reading is a real strength for our children. 
• Our results are above national outcomes, with a high proportion of children reaching the 

expected standard. 
• We are particularly proud of the number of children achieving the higher standard, which is 

significantly above national figures. 
• This reflects the strong reading culture and teaching across our school.

• Our focus now is on continuing to develop a love of reading, building children's vocabulary 
and comprehension, and ensuring that every child becomes a confident, enthusiastic 

reader.
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School Data
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Library Loans
Opportunities to develop fluency 
Reading, Phonics & Fluency Interventions
Chance to learn about key individuals/events 

What do lessons at The Gates look like?

Fiction, Non-Fiction & Poetry (High-Quality) 
Wealth of resources to access
Regular Reading Lessons 
Use of the Reading Bus The Gates Primary School  |  Unlocking Success through Curiosity, Kindness and Resilience

Staff modelling fluent reading 
Role Play/ Drama/ Oracy 
Developing a range of skills 
Class choice in novels



Skill-based lessons 

Reading Skills
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Vocabulary question are all about the words that a writer 
uses and the meaning of these words. 

This can include the children’s ability to:
• Explain and understand the meaning of words in a text 

• Decipher the meaning of unfamiliar words by using 
clues from the text 

• Identify the correct usage of a word by its context (i.e. 
bat – a piece of sports equipment or an animal) 

• Recognise synonyms (words with the same meaning) 
and antonyms (words with the opposite meaning) 

The best way to support the development of your child’s 
vocabulary is through lots of talk and lots of reading. 

Don’t be afraid to use more advanced vocabulary and to 
explain its meaning to your child (which teachers do all 
the time). When reading to you child or hearing them 
read to you, discuss the meanings of words they come 
across and talk about how we could use those words in 

different situations.

2a: Give/explain the meaning of words in context
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Retrieval questions simply ask the children 
to find information within the text. 

They test pupils basic understanding of 
what they have read and may ask about 
characters, the setting of the story, key 
events and in non fiction texts just the 

facts. 
When answering questions it is important 

that the children pick out the key 
information.

The best way to support your child with 
retrieval is to talk about books you have 
shared together and ask questions about 

them. 

2b: Retrieve and record information
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Inference questions involve being a 
‘reading detective’ as children have to 
use clues from a text in infer meaning. 

This could be about the author’s 
intentions, the layout of a text or a 
characters thoughts and feelings.
Inference questions are very much 

about asking pupils what they think but 
they must be able to justify their 

answer by referring back to the text. 
To support your child with inference 
questions talk about what you have 

been reading together and ask lots of 
questions that begin with ‘why’, 

‘where’, ‘who’, ‘how’, ‘what’, ‘do you 
think…?’ Encourage your child to 

explain why they think something and 
to refer back to the story to find 
evidence to back up their ideas. 

2d: Make inferences
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2c: 
Summarise 
main ideas

2d: Predict 
what might 
happen from 
details 
implied 

2f: Explain 
how content 
contributes 
to meaning
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2g: Identify 
how 
meaning is 
enhanced 
through 
word choice

2h: Make 
comparisons 
within the 
text 



How do we foster a love of reading?
School place a strong value on the skill of reading. 

Staff are role-models in sharing their passion about the 
value of reading.

Reading Scrapbooks 

Reading Buddies 

Parents & Carers Reading Shelf

Encourage choice in the books chosen

‘Books we have read overtime’ timelines. 

Sharing book recommendations and opportunities to talk 
about books.

Mr D Story time timetabled into the curriculum, daily. 
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How do we foster a love of reading?
Inviting parents in to deliver story time. 

Visits to the local library and from 
Librarians. 

Adapted the School Reading Challenge to 
encourage Reading for Pleasure.

Vending Machine prizes for those who 
win the weekly Reading Challenge. 

School Reading Bus

Celebrating 
National Events e.g. Storytelling  Week & 
World Book Day 
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Reading for pleasure makes a big difference to 
children’s educational performance. 

Read every day.
Talk about what you read.

Keep reading together.
Let children choose books they enjoy

Celebrate every success.

Our key messages at The Gates:
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Classroom Activity:

The session will finish at 10:00 to give time to get ready for 
home time. There should be a bell to indicate this.

Exit through the main school office. 

If you have children in different classes in school, you can 
move through school to move between classes. There will 
be staff in the corridors to direct you. 

Feedback: 

An evaluation form will be sent out alongside the slides 
from today, your feedback is much appreciated. 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/
47a6eeqmfJ?origin=lprLink
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