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Why is Reading important?

. . ) The N\OYeCJ
hat Yoy Y€ad,
* It is a key life skill P -Fy
e |t is a key skill across all curriculum areas T kf’m:‘ &
farn,

* [t teaches about the world around us e MOYE phaces Tl 5.
e Children learn how language works &S 378
* Children are exposed to a wide range of /Y
vocabulary

READING IS TO THE Being a ‘good’ reader unlocks all the doors

MIND WHAT EXERCISE to learning and therefore, opportunity.

IS TO THE BODY.
—Richard Steele Being a ‘good’ reader is also essential for

participation in society and furthermore,
promotes positive wellbeing and mental
health.




Reading at The Gates

Year 4
Focus Text

Other reading texts

Poetry

Writing

Fiction, Non-Fiction & Poetry (High-Quality)

Auturmn 1 Autumn 2
David Wissner Focus How to Train your Dragon by

Cressida Cowell

Flotsam by Dawvid The British by Banjamin

Wissner Zephanizh

Tuwesday by David If 1 \WWere Prime Minister by

Wissner Tryeve Skaug (Picture Book —
UK Parliament)

The Three Pigs by David

Wissner. Coming to England by

Baroness Elgella Benjamin &
Diane Ewer (Black History).

School Tomomow, Excuses For Mum — loseph Coslho

Handwriting, Grammar & [MNF) Recount: School Trip

Sentence Focus
(P} Poetry: Haikus, Tankas

Handwriting Practise (Daily] and Ginguains (Literacy shed

Plus}
Showy Write [Wekly)

[MF) Non-Chronological
Sentence Structures Report: Dragons

11" — 15" November —
‘wiorld Nursery Rhyme Weeld

13" september — Roakd Dahl
Story Day

3" October — National Poetry
Cay

17'* October — Harry Potter
Book Day

spring 1
Varjak Paw by 5.F. Said

Hurt Mo Living Thing by
Christing Georging Rgsstil
[Po=try]

Eye of the Wolf by Daniel
FEamac
Rubyy's Worry by Tom

Percival (Picture Book —
Mental Health)

Keeny-Lpoy Kid

(F) Marrative: &n action
soene: Yarjak's helicopter

Encounter.

(MF) Non-Chronological
Report: Mesopotamian Blue
Cats

(MF) Formal Letter: & letter
from Hector to Mrs Vergara.
9" January — 13* January —
Walker Books Week

27 January — 4™ February —
Mational storytelling Wesk

7" February — world Read
Aloud Day

Spring 2 Sumamer 1
The Night Bus Hero by Qnjali, Rumblestar by Abi
O Rauf

Elphinstone

-

Frankie's World by Acife
Dooley [Autism Awareness).

The Legend of Tutankhamun
by mMorgan sally

Summer 2
The Miraoulous Journey of

Egyptian Diary: The Journal

of Makht, Young Scribe by
Richard Platt

Happy Here by Black British Hidden Figures by Margot
authors and illustrators L== hetterdy, The Brilliant Deep:
{International Day of {Won-Fiction —B3g Question).  Rebuilding the World's Coral
Happiness). Reefs by Kate passner &
My Shadow is Pink by Scott Matthew Farsythe (wiorld
My Heart is a Poem by Stuart (Picture Baok — Ocean's Day).
various poets Tolerance).
The Midnight Fair by Gideon
Sterer
Rachel Rooney Free — Kate Wakeling

NF] Wanted Poster: Create 3 (MF] Persuasion: Pupil

"Wwanted® poster for 2 bully Leadership
haracter
(F) Marrative: Write a rescue
NF] Formal Letter: write the  story
letter Hector gives to krs
WErgara [NF] Biography:-

Environmerntal Activist
P} Poetry: Similes &
Metaphaors (Literacy shed +)
7 March — World Book Day

21" March — world Poetry
Day

Wealth of resources to access
Regular Reading Lessons

Library Loans

(P} Poetry: Free Verse -a
poem which conveys
Edward"s transformation
[Literacy Shed Plus)

(F) Marrative: Dizlogus
between two characters

June — Mational Writing Day

Opportunities to develop fluency
Reading, Phonics & Fluency Interventions



Reading Skills

Content domain reference

2a give / explain the meaning of words in context

2b retrieve and record information / identify key details from fiction and non-fiction

2c summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph

2d make inferences from the text / explain and justify inferences with evidence from the text

2e predict what might happen from details stated and implied

2f identify / explain how information / narrative content is related and contributes to
meaning as a whole

2g identify / explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of words and phrases

2h make comparisons within the text

Skill-based lessons




2a: Give/explain the meaning of

words In context

|la: Give/explain the meaning of words in context

What does this... word/phrase/sentence... tell you about...
character/setting/mood etc?

Highlight a key phrase or line. By writing a line in this way what
effect has the author created?

In the story, 'x' is mentioned a lot. Why?

The writer uses words like ... to describe .... What does this tell
you about a character or setting?

What other words/phrases could the author have used?

The writer uses ...words/phrases...to describe ... How does this
make you feel?

How has the writer made you and/or character feel ...happy

/sad/angry/ frustrated/lonely/bitter etc?

Vocabulary question are all about the words
that a writer uses and the meaning of these
words.

This can include the children’s ability to:

* Explain and understand the meaning of
words in a text

* Decipher the meaning of unfamiliar words by
using clues from the text

* |dentify the correct usage of a word by its
context (i.e. bat - a piece of sports equipment
or an animal)

* Recognhise synonyms (words with the same
meaning) and antonyms (words with the
opposite meaning)

The best way to support the development of
your child’s vocabulary is through lots of talk
and lots of reading.

Don’t be afraid to use more advanced
vocabulary and to explain its meaning to your
child (which teachers do all the time). When
reading to you child or hearing them read to
you, discuss the meanings of words they come
across and talk about how we could use those
words in different situations.



2b: Retrieve and record

iInNformation

2b: Retrieve and record information/identify key details
from fiction and non-fiction

o Where does the story take place?

¢ When did the story take place?

¢ What did s/he/it look like?

e Who was s/he/it?

e Where did s/he/it live?

e Who are the characters in the book?

¢ Where in the book would you find...?

e What do you think is happening here?
e What happened in the story?

* What might this mean?

e Through whose eyes is the story told?

e Which part of the story best describes the setting?
e What words and /or phrases do this?

e What part of the story do you like best?

e What evidence do you have to justify your opinion?

Retrieval questions simply ask
the children to find information
within the text.

They test pupils basic
understanding of what they have
read and may ask about
characters, the setting of the
story, key events and in non
fiction texts just the facts.

When answering questions it is
important that the children pick
out the key information.

The best way to support your
child with retrieval is to talk
about books you have shared
together and ask questions
about them.



2d: Make inferences

Inference questions involve being
a ‘reading detective’ as children
have to use clues from a text in

infer meaning.

2d: Make inferences from the text/explain and justify inferences

with evidence from the text _This could be about the author’s
intentions, the layout of a text or a
e What makes you think that? characters thoughts and feellngs.
* Which words give you that impression? Inference queStionS are Very
e How do you feel about...? much about asking pupils what
e Canyou explain why...? they thlnk bUt they must be able to
¢ | wonder what the writer intended? JUStIfy thelr answer by referrlng

back to the text.
» | wonder why the writer decided to...?

* What do these words mean and why do you think the author . TO Support yo_ur Chlld Wlth
inference questions talk about

what you have been reading
together and ask lots of questions
that begin with ‘why’, ‘where’,
‘who’, ‘how’, ‘what’, ‘do you
think...?” Encourage your child to
explain why they think something
and to refer back to the story to
find evidence to back up their
ideas.

chose them?




2c: Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph

* What’s the main point in this paragraph?

* (Canyou sum up what happens in these three/four/five...
paragraphs?

* You've got 'x’ words; sum up these paragraphs.

* Sort the information in these paragraphs. Do any of them deal
with the same information?

e Make a table/chart to show the information in these
paragraphs.

* Which is the most important point in these paragraphs? How

many times is it mentioned?

2e: Predict what might happen from details stated and implied.

* Can you think of another story, which has a similar theme; e.g.
good over evil; weak over strong; wise over foolish? Do you
think this story will go the same way?

* Do you know of another story which deals with the same
issues; e.g. social; moral; cultural? Could this happen in this
story?

* Which other author handles time in this way; e.g. flashbacks;
dreams?

* Which stories have openings like this? Do you think this story
will develop in the same way?

e Why did the author choose this setting? Will that influence how
the story develops?

* How is character X like someone you know? Do you think they

will react in the same way?

2f: Identify/explain how information/narrative content is related

and contributes to meaning as a whole
Explain why a character did something.
Explain a character's different/changing feelings throughout a
story. How do you know?
What are the clues that a character is
liked/disliked/envied/feared/loved/hated etc...?
What is similar/different about two characters?
Why is 'x' (character/setting/event) important in the story?
What is the story (theme) underneath the story? Does this
story have a moral or a message?
Why do you think the author chose to use a...
question/bullet/subheading/table etc to present the
information?
How does the title/layout encourage you to read on/find
information?
Where does it tell you that...?
Why has the writer written/organised the text in this way?
In what ways do the illustrations support the instructions?
How could these instructions/information/illustrations be
improved?

Who do you think this information is for?

2h: Make comparisons within the text.
Describe different characters' reactions to the same event in a
story.
How is it similar to ...?
How is it different to ...?
Is it as good as ...7
Which is better and why?
Compare and contrast different character/settings/themes in the
text
What do you think about the way information is organised in
different parts of the text? Is there a reason for why this has been

done?

2

: Identify/explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of

words and phrases
What does the word "x' tell you about 'y'?
Find two or three ways that the writer tells you 'x'.
What does this... word/phrase/sentence... tell you about...
character/setting/mood etc?
Highlight a key phrase or line. By writing a line in this way what
effect has the author created?
In the story, 'x' is mentioned a lot. Why?
The writer uses words like ... to describe .... What does this tell you
about a character or setting?
What other words/phrases could the author have used?
The writer uses ..words/phrases...to describe ... How does this
make you feel?
How has the writer made you and/or character feel ...happy
Jsad/angry/ frustrated/lonely/bitter etc?
Has the writer been successful in their purpose or use of language?
What do you think the writer meant by... 'x'?
Which words do you think are most important? Why?
Which words do you like the best? Why?
The author makes an action/description 'like' something else. Why?
The author states that 'x' s something it isn't. What is the effect of

this? Why have they done this?



How do we foster a love of reading?

Reading Scrapbooks

Reading Buddies
Parents & Carers Reading Shelf

Mystery Books

(encouraging choice in the books chosen)

Class Reading Timelines

{ .’& The Gates Primary - Kingfishers Class P...
W' We read the blurbs of two books today before voting on our book for story
time at the end of the day! We were definitely intrigued by the bloodthirsty

Sharing book recommendations and
opportunities to talk about books.

Story time timetabled into the
curriculum

World Book Day




Key Assessment Points

KS1 SATs - at the end of Year 2

There are two papers in the Reading test, each worth 20 marks.

Each may include fiction, non-fiction and poetry.

Children answer comprehension questions to show their understanding of the texts. There are two papers to
complete, with the second paper being slightly more challenging.

Where Does Wool Come From?

At different times of year, we need to
wear different types of clothes. When
the weather is cold, we sometimes
wear thick jumpers, hats, scarves or
gloves. These are often made from a

material called wool.

Practice questions

o People wear scarves and gloves in...

Tick one.

warm weather. D

cold weather. [:I
rainy weather. D I:I

sunny weather.

Al over the world, people live in different kinds of houses. Houses con be made
from lots of materials and be found in oll sorts of unexpected places!

My name is Sara end 1 live on @
houseboat in @ country called France.
Living on o boat means that my house
can move and my family con travel to
lots of interesting ploces.

My boat has everything you need, just
like o house on lond! We even have o
speciol machine that gives us electricity
but it can sometimes run out. | have to
be careful about how much time ! spend
having @ shower or watching television
because they both use electricity.

My favourite part of living cn o
houseboat i that 1 om able to see

lots of different wildlife. Wotching o
family of otters while eating breckfast
iz not something everyone is lucky
encugh to do.

My name is Bora and 1 live in a country called
Mongolia in o house colled o ger.

A ger is a round tent thot con be moved from ploce to
place. We keep animals that need to move to different
ploces to eot. Becouze we have to go with the animals,
our house has to be able to move too. Our ger is mode
of wooden poles in @ specicl pattern colled a lottice.
Gers have one room and a hole in the middle of

the roof. This lets in fresh oir and sunlight. Gers are
covered with special fabric to help keep out the wind
ond rain.

Some gers, like mine. have solar panels, which tum
sunlight into electricity. This meons we can charge our
phones wherever we gol

o What are warm clothes often made from? o
)

My name is Tom and 1 live in o lighthouse
in Scotland. My house is built high up on
& cliff ot the edge of the sea.

Living by the water in o tall lighthouse
gives me the chonce to see some amazing
views. On sunny days, | will dimb to the
top of the lighthouse to loock out ocross
the sea. There ore nearly 100 steps

in total so it is harder than it sounds.
Sometimes, the weather is not good

and | can’t see much from my lighthouse.

During heavy storms, it can be hard for
me to get out and about, so [ always
have to have lots of food and woter
ready in case 1 con't get to the shops for
weeks! Luckily, there is plenty of

room in o lighthouse to store all those
extra supplies.

Mg name is Ella and 1 live in on underground
house in a country called Australia. A large
part of this country is desert and it is very hot
in the summer.

One woy to stop yourself sweating in the
heat i to live below ground where it is much
cooler. Special air tunnels colled shafts

let in fresh air from outside. This keeps the
underground rooms cool.

Even though my house is underground, it

has everything that an above-ground house

& has. My house hos electricity, water, o
telephone and even the internet. The crly
thing it doesn’t have is windows! Tunnels
connect all the houses 30 you can easily visit
wour neighbours.

The best part about living underground is that
wou are not disturbed by any outside noize, 2o



Key Assessment Points

KS2 SATs - at the end of Year 6

There is one paper in the Reading test which is worth 50 marks.

The test include 3 different texts and three sets of questions which link to the texts provided.

Each may include fiction, non-fiction and poetry.

Children have one hour to complete the test paper

The Girl who
Walked on Air

In this account, the writer Huskin Sond Iooks DAck on the expenences he had
while living in the mountains and forests near Mussoorie, in northern india.

The Leopard

farst saw the lzopard when | was crossing the small stream at the bottom of
the hill. As | began dimbing. the grunting and chattering ncreased, as though
the monkeys were trying to warn me of some hidden danger. A shower of
pebbles came rattling down the steep hillside, and | looked up 1o see a sinewy,
arange-gold keopard poised on a rack about twenty feet sbove me.

He was not looking toward me, but had his head thrust attentively farward.

Yet he must have sensed my presence, becsuse he slowly tuned his head and
looked down at me. He seemed a itle puzzied at my presence there; and when,
to give myself courage, | dapped my hands sharply, the leopard speang away into
the thickets, making absolutely no sound as he melted into the shadows. | had
disturbed the animal in his quest for food. But a litthe later | heard the quickening
cry of a deer as it fled through the forest. The hunt was still on.

The leopard, like other members of the cat family, is
nearing extinction in India, and | was surprised 1o find one
0 dose to Mussoorie. It was some weeks before | ssw the
leopard again, although | was often aware of its presence.
A dry, rasping cough sometimes gave & away. At times |
feit slmost certain that | was being followed. Once, when
| weas late getting home, and the brief twilight gave way
to a dark, moonless night, | was startled by a family of
porcupines running about in a dearing. | looked sround
nervously, and ssw two bright eyes staring at me from a
thicket. | stood still, my heart banging sway against my
ribs. Then the eyes danced away, and | resised that they
were only frefles.

On ane occasion, | found the remains of a dees, which had only been partly
eaten. | wondered why the leopard had not hidden the rest of his meal, and
decided that it must have been disturbed while eating.

Then, dimbing the hill. | met a party of huriters resting beneath the osks They
asked me # | had seen a leopard. | said | had not. They said they knew there
was 2 leopard in the forest.

Leopatd skins, they told me. were selling in Delhi for very good money.

Of course there was a ban on the export of skins, but they gave me to understand
that there were ways and means. .. | thanked them for their information and
walked on, feeling uneasy and disturbed.

The hurnters had seen the carcass of the deer, and they had seen the leopard

paw prints, and 5o they kept coming to the forest. Almost every evening | heard
their guns banging away, for they were ready to fire at
almost anything.

“There's a leopard about,” they shways told me,
“You shouid carry a gun.”

"I don’t have one,” | said, and they went away.

After that, there were fewer birds to be seen,
and even the monkeys had moved on. The pine
marters, who had previously become bold, now
dashed into hiding at my approach. The smell of one
human is like the smell of ary other.

One day, | was out walking and came across the entrance to a cave.
The silence was so absolute that it seemed to be
ringing in my ears. But there was something else
of which | was becoming increasingly aware: the
strong feline odour of one of the cat family.

1 paused and looked about. | was alone. There was
no movement of dry leaf or loose stone. Perhaps the
leopard was crouching there in the dark, watching
me, recognising me, knowing me as the man who
walked alone in the forest without a weapon.

| ke to think that he was there, that he knew me, and that be acknawledged my
visit in the friendiiest way: by ignoring me asltogether.

Perhaps | had made him confident - too confident, too careless, too trusting of the

human in his midst | did not venture any further; | was not out of my mind. | did
not seek physical contact, or even anather glimpse of that beautiful sinewy body,
springing from rock to rock. It was his trust | wanted, and | think he gave it to me.

But did the leopard, trusting one man, make the mistake of bestowing his trust

on others? Did | by casting out all fear - my own feat, and the leopard's protective

fear - leave him defenceless?




Key Assessment Points

h NTS
i)l Assessments

Reading

W) VTS -
4 Assessments |

Years 1-5

National Test-style |
Standardised Assessments | ™ Autumn 2

Reading

Spring 2

Summer 2

Key Stages 1 & 2




How can you support at home?

Studies show that reading for pleasure makes a big
difference to children’s educational performance. The
evidence suggests that children who read for enjoyment
every day not only perform better in reading tests than those
who don’t, but also develop a broader vocabulary, increased
general knowledge and a better understanding of other
cultures.

SERDING ‘SﬁA PASS PO
s ot

Reading regularly with your child

at home (reading to them and Talk about books - use the

listening to them read). front cover as a starting point.
What was their favourite

Ask questions about the book that
character or moment?

help to develop skills.

Encourage reading choice - Fluency - are they reading to
providing children with the punctuation? What is
opportunities to read different their expression like?

things.



Classroom Activity:

m The session will finish at 3.10 to give time to
get ready for home time. There should be a bell
to indicate this.

m Exit through the classroom fire exits.
m Children will be dismissed at usual time.

m If you have children in different classes in
school, you can move through school to move
between classes. There will be staff in the
corridors to direct you.

b }‘ P
1 \ \ ) W W

Thank you!




