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Why is Reading important?

• It is a key life skill 

• It is a key skill across all curriculum areas 

• It teaches about the world around us 

• Children learn how language works 

• Children are exposed to a wide range of 

vocabulary

Being a ‘good’ reader unlocks all the doors 

to learning and therefore, opportunity. 

Being a ‘good’ reader is also essential for 

participation in society and furthermore, 

promotes positive wellbeing and mental 

health.



Reading at The Gates

Fiction, Non-Fiction & Poetry (High-Quality) 

Wealth of resources to access

Regular Reading Lessons 

Library Loans

Opportunities to develop fluency 

Reading, Phonics & Fluency Interventions 



Reading Skills

Skill-based lessons 



2a: Give/explain the meaning of 
words in context Vocabulary question are all about the words 

that a writer uses and the meaning of these 
words. 

This can include the children’s ability to:

• Explain and understand the meaning of 
words in a text 

• Decipher the meaning of unfamiliar words by 
using clues from the text 

• Identify the correct usage of a word by its 
context (i.e. bat – a piece of sports equipment 

or an animal) 

• Recognise synonyms (words with the same 
meaning) and antonyms (words with the 

opposite meaning) 

The best way to support the development of 
your child’s vocabulary is through lots of talk 

and lots of reading. 

Don’t be afraid to use more advanced 
vocabulary and to explain its meaning to your 
child (which teachers do all the time). When 
reading to you child or hearing them read to 

you, discuss the meanings of words they come 
across and talk about how we could use those 

words in different situations.



2b: Retrieve and record 
information

Retrieval questions simply ask 

the children to find information 

within the text. 

They test pupils basic 

understanding of what they have 

read and may ask about 

characters, the setting of the 

story, key events and in non 

fiction texts just the facts. 

When answering questions it is 

important that the children pick 

out the key information.

The best way to support your 

child with retrieval is to talk 

about books you have shared 

together and ask questions 

about them. 



2d: Make inferences 

Inference questions involve being 
a ‘reading detective’ as children 
have to use clues from a text in 

infer meaning. 

This could be about the author’s 
intentions, the layout of a text or a 
characters thoughts and feelings.

Inference questions are very 
much about asking pupils what 

they think but they must be able to 
justify their answer by referring 

back to the text. 

To support your child with 
inference questions talk about 

what you have been reading 
together and ask lots of questions 

that begin with ‘why’, ‘where’, 
‘who’, ‘how’, ‘what’, ‘do you 

think…?’ Encourage your child to 
explain why they think something 
and to refer back to the story to 
find evidence to back up their 

ideas. 





How do we foster a love of reading?
Reading Scrapbooks 

Reading Buddies 

Parents & Carers Reading Shelf

Mystery Books 
(encouraging choice in the books chosen)

Class Reading Timelines 

Sharing book recommendations and 
opportunities to talk about books.

Story time timetabled into the 
curriculum 

World Book Day 



Key Assessment Points 
KS1 SATs – at the end of Year 2

There are two papers in the Reading test, each worth 20 marks. 

Each may include fiction, non-fiction and poetry.

Children answer comprehension questions to show their understanding of the texts. There are two papers to 

complete, with the second paper being slightly more challenging.



Key Assessment Points 
KS2 SATs – at the end of Year 6

There is one paper in the Reading test which is worth 50 marks. 

The test include 3 different texts and three sets of questions which link to the texts provided. 

Each may include fiction, non-fiction and poetry.

Children have one hour to complete the test paper 



Key Assessment Points 

Years 1-5 

Autumn 2 

Spring 2 

Summer 2 



How can you support at home?
Studies show that reading for pleasure makes a big 

difference to children’s educational performance. The 

evidence suggests that children who read for enjoyment 

every day not only perform better in reading tests than those 

who don’t, but also develop a broader vocabulary, increased 

general knowledge and a better understanding of other 

cultures. 

Reading regularly with your child 
at home (reading to them and 
listening to them read). 

Ask questions about the book that 
help to develop skills. 

Encourage reading choice –
providing children with 
opportunities to read different 
things. 

Talk about books – use the 

front cover as a starting point. 

What was their favourite 

character or moment?

Fluency – are they reading to 

the punctuation? What is 

their expression like? 



Classroom Activity: 

■ The session will finish at 3.10 to give time to 

get ready for home time. There should be a bell 

to indicate this.

■ Exit through the classroom fire exits.

■ Children will be dismissed at usual time.

■ If you have children in different classes in 

school, you can move through school to move 

between classes. There will be staff in the 

corridors to direct you. 

Thank you!


