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Why is Writing important?
• Provides children with a vehicle to express who 

they are as people and to actively engage in daily 

life

• It provides children with opportunities to 

explain and refine their ideas to others and 

themselves.

• It is a skill needed to succeed now and in later 

life. 

• It is an important form of communication in 

all walks of life.



Writing at The Gates

Wealth of resources to access for teachers and children. 

Regular Writing Lessons 

Genres – purposeful and relatable

Range of genres are covered.

Opportunities to recap 

previously taught learning. 



Writing Starters:
- Previously taught grammar objectives e.g. fronted adverbials

- Previously taught punctuation e.g. question marks 

- Word classes (verbs, adverbs, nouns)



Writing Process/ Toolkit
Genre, Audience & Purpose (GAP) 

Writing unit to follow the structure of: 

1) Analysing a WAGOLL (What a good one 

looks like) 

2) Discussion/gathering of ideas

3) Grammar skill development (links to the 

Core Learning and what the WAGOLL 

included). 

4) Write 

5) Edit 

6) Redraft 

*All final pieces are added to writing books 

so the full writing process is evident.



Writing Lesson Sequence



Writing Journey WW
■ Working Walls in classrooms reflect the writing process to support 

children.



Year 1 
Core 

Learning  

▪ know what a noun is

▪ develop a noun phrase

▪ expand it by adding a 

determiner

▪ make it a clause by adding a 

verb

▪ add and to the sentence: 

initially to add a phrase or list 

then as a co-ordinating

conjunction when adding a 

separate clause 



Year 2 
Core 

Learning

▪ Noun phrases using a comma to 

separate adjectives

▪ Use and so but as a co-ordinating

conjunction (two main clauses) 

▪ Use because, if, when 

subordinating conjunctions (GDS 

commas used if conjunction used 

to front sentence).  

▪ Use 4 forms of sentence: sentence, 

exclamation, question, exclamation 

(in English Primary curriculum 

exclamation sentences must begin 

with how or what)



Year 3 
Core 

Learning 

▪ Use  subordinating conjunctions/ 

prepositions ‘when, before, after, so, 

because’ (to show time, place, cause)

***Tip it is at this point we should begin 

introducing main and subordinate 

clauses**

▪ Use prepositions ‘before, after, during’ ( 

to start a phrase) 

**Tip: if the word introduces a clause it 

is a subordinating conjunction. If it 

introduces a phrase it is a 

preposition.**

▪ Use adverbs ‘next, soon, therefore’ ( to 

indicate time)



Year 4 
Core 

Learning 

▪ Use fronted adverbials (where, 

when, how)

▪ Use expanded noun phrases ( 

adjectives before now and then 

after the noun with use of a 

preposition) 



Year 5 
Core 

Learning

▪ Use relative clauses (with a relative 

pronoun: who, whom, which, whoever, 

whomever, whichever, that ). 

Relative clauses have two functions: 

1)make it clear who we are 

talking about

2) give more information about 

a person or thing

▪ Use adverbs to indicate degrees of 

possibility (probably, definitely, 

doubtlessly, certain, perhaps etc) 

▪ Use modal verbs to indicate degrees of 

possibility (might, must, could etc) 



Year 6 
Core 

Learning

▪ Use active and passive form ( 

Writers decide emphasis of 

sentence. Passive predominately 

in non fiction texts)

▪ Use the subjunctive form (is 

formal language used to 

recommend, advise or suggest. I 

suggest/ recommend/ demand 

that or If I were…)



Spelling Lessons

■ The Government provides each 

year group with statutory 

requirements for spelling rules and 

patterns for each year group. 

■ Ed Shed breaks these 

requirements down to weekly 

objectives and we focus on these 

during our weekly spelling lessons 

and through homework. 

■ Children have the opportunity to 

apply these words in a sentence 

and are encouraged to use a 

grammar feature previously taught 

in their sentences e.g. fronted 

adverbials for time. 

The national curriculum in England - English Appendix 1: Spelling

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7ccc06ed915d63cc65ce61/English_Appendix_1_-_Spelling.pdf


Handwriting
■ Year 1 – write with many letters 

accurate in shape and size, 

including capital letters and digits

■ Year 2 – form capital letters and 

digits of the correct size, 

orientation and relationship to one 

another and to lower-case letters 

■ Year 3 – use the diagonal and 

horizontal strokes needed to join 

some letters

■ Year 4 – produce legible joined 

handwriting 

■ Year 5 – Consistently produce 

legible joined handwriting

■ Year 6 – Maintain legibility with 

joined handwriting when writing at 

speed. 

■ Year 6 - maintain legibility in joined 



Editing:

Purple Pen Time

■ We provide children with 

a ‘5 minute purple pen 

time’. 

■ Teachers’ model to the 

children how to address 

any mistakes in their 

work. 

■ Tiny Teacher Ticks

Do you have a capital letter? Do you have a full stop? 
Do you have an adjective? 

Children use a purple pen to tick and check they have 
include basic punctuation within their writing. 



Child Friendly Assessment:

■ After final writes, 
children use 
their writing 
criteria to 
identify what 
they have used. 

■ Supports 
teachers’ when 
locating the 
evidence for 
termly 
assessments. 

■ Provides children 
with the 
opportunity to 
identify grammar 
within sentences 
similar to a SPAG 
test. 



Key Assessment Points 
There is no test for writing.

Instead, writing is assessed using evidence collected by the teacher over the year.

Each year groups have objectives which we assess against. 

Years 1-6 

Autumn 2, Spring 2, Summer 2 

Internal moderation in school and within clusters (groups of local schools). 

working towards the expected standard

working at the expected standard

working at greater depth

Year 6 - SATS –Local authorities are required to validate a sample (25%) of KS2 TA 

judgements in English writing. 

External moderation will confirm that KS2 English writing TA judgements are 

accurate and consistent with national standards. This ensures that schools are 

assessing accurately, and the system is fair to all pupils.

Moderation: 

During moderation, the teachers use professional discussion to explain a pupil’s 

overall attainment.



How can you support at home?
Findings show that children and young people’s 

enjoyment of writing, and frequency of writing in their 

free time, is at an unprecedented low. Increasing 

evidence of a long-term downward trend calls for urgent 

action to reconnect children and young people with 

writing that promotes connection with creativity, self-

expression and mental wellbeing (National Literacy 

Trust, 2024) 

Encouraging them to verbalise their 
sentences before writing them down. 

Reminding children to check for 
basics for example capital letters and 
full stops. 

Reading! Reading opens the children 
up to a wealth of vocabulary which 
they can utilise in their own writing. 

Providing them with opportunities to 
write. 

Developing their handwriting by 

encouraging them to join and using 

correct letter joins. (Good posture). 

Learning spelling patterns. 

Giving writing a purpose and making it 

fun. 



Classroom Activity: 

■ The session will finish at 10:00 to give time for 

children to tidy up and move on to their next 

lesson. There should be a bell to indicate this.

■ Exit through the school office.

■ If you have children in different classes in 

school, you can move through school to move 

between classes. There will be staff and 

prefects in the corridors to direct you. 

Thank you!


