
 

Autumn 2  
   LKS2 Doves (Y4) Curriculum 

Newsletter 
Dear Parents, 
It is lovely to welcome you all back after the half term break. We are looking forward to starting a new half term which we predict will be full of 
lots of new learning and exciting new units. Here is some information about what we will be learning in the run up to the Christmas break. 

Geography:  
In Geography this term, we are learning about ‘Cottonopolis’ as an 
extension of our ‘Weavers at Work’ topic. We will look at the 
surrounding area through maps, trade routes and the link with 
Manchester, relating to the cotton industry of Westhoughton. We will 
learn about the impact upon the land that we see today, this industry 
had and make comparisons between the 19th and 20th centuries. We 
will examine how this affected local life, even today, bringing the 
benefits of transport and movement to the region.   

DT: 
This half term in Design and Technology (DT), we 
will focus on designing, making, and evaluating 
Mince Pies. We’ll start by exploring the history 
and origins of Mince Pies, and how they became a 
beloved Christmas tradition. The children will then 
have the opportunity to taste a variety of mince pies and experiment 
with different recipes for their fillings. Using these recipes as 
inspiration, each student will design their own festive creation, adding 
their own unique twist. In the final weeks, they will make, bake, and 
evaluate their mince pies, which will be sold at our Christmas Markets. 

Science:      
In Science this half term we are learning all about rocks. We will explore different types and use their 
different properties to classify a range of different types. We will also identify where different rocks are 
found. 

PE:   
In PE this half term we will be developing 
our use of speed and control when changing 
direction and when using a variety of 
equipment, We will also be playing a variety 
of games, including Dodgeball. To help us we 
will practise our skills of throwing, catching, 
aiming and dodging.  
PE days: 
Doves: Tuesday and Thursday  

RE:  
Our Enquiry Question for this half 
term is ‘What do Hindus believe 
that God is like?’  
This unit focuses on the concept 
of Brahman/God in Hinduism. We will be learning 
about the multiple Hindu Deities which represent 
different aspects of Brahman. We will also learn 
about Hindu worship and how beliefs impact the 
way people who follow Hinduism live.  

PSHE: In PSHE this half 
term, children will explore 
negative relationships and 
learn what to do if they find 
themselves in one. They will then focus on 
recognising peer pressure and strategies for 
managing it, while also building on their 
understanding of secrets. Towards the end 
of the unit, they will identify similarities and 
differences between themselves and 
others, while discussing ways to 
demonstrate respect. 

Computing:   
In Computing this half term, we are devloping our 
digital literacy skills by creating a Microsoft 
Powerpoint and developing our knowledge of 
Microsoft Excel. 

French:  
In French this half term, we will be learning 
numbers to 10. We will also be learning greetings 
such as my name is/how are you and classroom 
commands such as listen, open/close your books etc.  

Please ensure your child is always 
fully prepared for the school day with 
their school bag, reading record & 
reading book, homework, and 
anything else they may have been 
asked to bring in. 
 

Home Learning: 

• Read at home for 15-20 minutes every day  

• Practice spellings  

• Learn times tables  

• Create one example from the half termly project 
list  

Home reading: Please 
ensure that your child 
reads 5 times a week  
Reading Challenge 
5 x= Green  
2/3/4= Yellow 
0/1= Red  
If your child achieves green for the week, 
they will be entered into a special prize 
draw!  
Only books that children take home from 
school will go towards the reading challenge 
– either the home reader or a book from the 
100 Book Challenge. This will ensure that 
your child is reading books appropriate for 
their ability. 

Attendance 

If your child is unwell, please contact school 
before 8:30am in the morning where possible.  

Classroom doors close at 8:50am; children 
should enter and sign in through the office 
after this time.  

Children arriving after 9:20am will be marked 
as a ‘U’ (unauthorised absence) for the 
morning session in line with local authority 
procedures. 

Last year, school achieved an overall 
attendance of 95.71% - a 1.15% increase from 
the previous year and 0.91% above national. 
Thanks for your support! 

X (Twitter) Pages 
Each class has a Twitter page 
which is updated regularly. You 
can see all the exciting things we 
have been getting up to in school and how hard 
the children are working. Please follow us to 
keep updated!  
@GatesDoves 
Seesaw 
Seesaw is an app we use 
to track your child’s 
learning and progress 
throughout the year.  We 
will send out additional information on how you 
can view your children’s work as well as how to 
use this app to share WOW moments from 
home with us in school.  


